
We are very pleased to announce two new  

agronomists to the Western AG team. Firstly, 

Matt Witney who will be working from our 

Horsham office immediately and Matthew  
Barber who will be working in the Hamilton and 

surrounding areas from July 7.  

 

Matt Witney has worked for the last 5 years as  

a private Agronomist with Starick Agricultural 

Consulting Pty Ltd working with farmers across 

the Wimmera and Mallee. Prior to this, he has 

held a number of positions which included farm 

management for the Warakirri group. 

 

Matt Witney has considerable expertise in crop 
nutrition and no till farming systems, and has 

worked with a range of crop and pasture types. 

He has almost twenty years’ experience in  

agriculture and will be a valuable addition to the 

Horsham team. Matt and his wife Sarah reside in 

Horsham and they have two young children.  

 

Matthew Barber has worked as an Agronomist 

for Elders in Yarrawonga and, for the last three 

years, in Hamilton. Matthew has over 10 years’ 

experience working in agriculture with extensive 

experience in crop and pasture production as  
well as having a good understanding of livestock 

grazing systems.  
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Introduction 
Welcome to this year’s winter edition of our 

newsletter where we will be covering a number 

of crop and pasture production topics as well as 

providing an update on developments occurring 
in the Western AG group.  

Welcome Matt Witney & Matthew Barber 

Michaela Alexander 
0428 976555 

Brad McLean 

0438 976557 

We hope you find the information interesting and 

useful and, importantly, do not hesitate to contact 

one of our Agronomists or Managers for further 

details.  

Derrinallum (Head Office) 
 

P  (03) 5597 6622    F  (03) 5597 6773 
E  admin@westernag.com.au 
W  www.westernag.com.au 

Matthew resides with his wife Jo at Glenisla  

between Horsham and Hamilton where his  

family own and operate a grazing property.  

 

Matthew will be providing agronomic services to 

farmers in the Hamilton and Glenthompson areas 

and also the area South of Horsham. We have 

increased our logistics resources to accommodate 

Matthew joining the team and will be offering a 

guaranteed next day on-farm delivery service 

using dedicated delivery vehicles. We will be 

despatching our client’s requirements from  

Derrinallum, Willaura and/or Horsham and  

therefore able to ensure inputs are delivered in an 

efficient and timely manner. 

James Jess 
0419 801650 

Tim Hofmaier 
0488 298222 

Matt Witney 
0488 298621 

Ashley Perkins 
0458 822066 

Trudy McCann 
AgInvest 

0438 725008 

Matthew Barber 
0488 298170 

Horsham 
 

P  (03) 5382 2488  F  (03) 5382 3288 
 

Bannockburn 
 

P  (03) 5281 2840 F  (03) 5281 2894 
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With minimal knockdown’s been used this 

year, there will be fresh germinations of 

weeds on the back of the recent rainfall 

events and clients need to be monitoring 
paddocks closely. There may be some  

opportunities to use non selective  

herbicides, such as Gramoxone or  

Sprayseed before crops emerge, however 

timing of this is critical and advice needs 

to be sought. 

   

There have been some more recent reports 

of insect damage in early sown legume 

crops with blue green aphid and blue oat 

mite doing the most damage. Vetch crops, 
in particular, need constant monitoring for 

insect presence and the stress symptoms 

that are associated with feeding damage.   

It has been a very challenging start to the 

season across the Wimmera/Mallee with 

many areas not receiving rain until late 

May meaning crops have been sown dry.  
 

To make matters worse the ground has 

been compacted from the previous wet 

seasons, which have made it impossible  

to get seeding equipment into the ground 

in some situations.  

 

It has also been a hard time for sheep  

producers as feed has been very limited 

and daily feeding of grain and hay has 

often been required. With the recent  
rains, hopefully we will start to see more 

crops emerge and some more ‘green’  

appear in pasture paddocks. 

Wimmera / Mallee Update 

Dry sowing was on the forefront of every 

grower’s mind earlier as the season got off 

to a slower than usual start.  The dryer 

conditions meant knockdown and the Pre-
Emergent strategies were more involved.   

 

Interestingly, despite the dryer then usual 

start, recent sowing conditions have been 

ideal with many growers commenting on 

how well their seeding equipment is  

performing.  Knife point and press wheel 

set ups are working especially well in our 

current conditions.  

 

Canola is starting to emerge and once 
again slugs are on the radar.  Monitoring 

has been going on throughout all areas 

with high levels being found in many  

situations, particularly in paddocks were 

there was a problem last year. Burning 

paddocks and/or speed discing does seem 

to have reduced numbers by removing 

their habitat. Despite this, high numbers 

are still being found in unsuspecting 

paddocks and extreme care should be 

taken when monitoring for activity.  

Maintaining a keen eye for gaps in 
emergence and the chewing of fresh 

plants is a must when assessing current 

populations and/or damage.   

 

More recently, there have been cases  

of earwig and slater damage being  

reported.  These insects are capable  

of causing significant damage and can 

often be confused with slug damage.  

Useful control of earwigs can be 

achieved using Lorsban (Chlorpyrifos) 
or, with the case of slaters, a mix of 

Lorsban and Astound Duo seems to be 

the best option.  

Rainfall totals for the May month include 

Derrinallum 74mm, Bannockburn 44mm 

and Willaura 59mm.  Also, there has been 

a wet start to June in the Bannockburn 
area with 75mm falling over the 2nd, 3rd 

and 4th day of June putting a hold on  

sowing operations for at least a few days.  

In typical Western District style, the  

Bannockburn area has gone from dry to 

wet in a very short space of time.      

 

Canola sowing is mostly complete with 

many growers now well into wheat, oats 

and barley sowing.  This year, there has 

been a strong shift towards Revenue 
wheat on the back of some great yields in 

2011. With little price difference between 

feed and milling wheats last season,  

growers have taken the opportunity to sow 

this high yielding variety.  Similarly for 

barley, there has been a small shift  

towards the newer varieties, such as  

Westminster.  

Western District Update 

Status, Select or Platinum (Clethodim) has 

been the main product used for ryegrass 

control in pulse crops in recent years.  

 
Unfortunately, there has been increasing 

levels of resistance to this herbicide and 

clients may need to consider using Factor 

which is another Group A-Dim herbicide 

either on its own or in combination with a 

Clethodim herbicide.  

 

Brome and barley grass resistance to 

Group A herbicide Targa or Leopard 

(Quizalofop) is on the rise and improved 

control may be achieved using Verdict 
instead. 

 

The take home message with weed  

control in Pulse crops is to only use  

effective grass herbicide products and 

apply them early to reduce moisture 

competition and to maximise crop yield.  

There has been a large increase in the use 

of the Pre-Em herbicide Terbyne across 

the range of pulse crops in the Wimmera 

and Mallee this year. Early observations 
are that it is providing improved radish 

and general broadleaf weed control over 

Simazine which has been traditionally 

used. Terbyne should also provide longer 

residual weed control when compared to 

Simazine and its overall performance will 

need to be monitored closely.  

Weed Control in Pulse Crops 

Dry Sowing in the Mallee 
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If you have managed to save your Canola 

crop from slugs and other predators, then 

the next job is to control the weeds that 

have emerged after recent rains. In most 
cases, ryegrass and wild radish will be the 

main target weed but you may also have 

volunteer cereals, wild oats, thistles and 

capeweed present.  

 

The optimal timing for weed control in 

Canola can be quite narrow. Treating too 

early means more weeds can germinate 

after spraying whilst applying too late can 

result in Canola leaves shielding weeds. 

The optimal Canola growth stage is usually 
from the 2 to 6 leaf stage, depending on the 

herbicide system, with it possible to spray 

earlier in the case of TT crops due to the 

residual activity offered by Atrazine. It is 

also important to note that Status can be 

damaging to Canola if applied late from the 

bud initiation stage of the crop.  

 

Grass selective herbicide performance is 

reduced with low temperatures and it can 

often be difficult to get satisfactory grass 

weed control in Canola. To give the best 
result, you need to consider a number of 

factors before spraying.  

 

If we are fortunate and manage to get a 

period of warmer temperatures, or even 

just sunny days, this can greatly assist in 

the control of ryegrass and, as much as  

possible, all applications should be made 

under these conditions.  

 

With frost, the general rule of thumb is 
that if you get one frost wait one day and 

if you get two frosts wait two days.  If 

you get a number of frosts in a row, it 

may be necessary to wait a week before 

spraying to allow the ryegrass to recover.  

The rate of herbicide applied is critical 

and, as conditions are often not ideal, it is 

important that robust rates are used.  

Hard water affects the performance  

of Clethodim and, where possible,  

rainwater should always be used. The 

addition of ammonium sulphate is  
relatively inexpensive and its use is 

important to reduce the effect of water 

hardness, aid herbicide uptake and 

reduce the antagonism between the 

Clethodim (Status or Platinum) and 

Atrazine.  

 

Every year, clients damage Canola 

crops when post emergent spraying 

which is usually due to Logran  

contamination. It is critical to clean 
and decontaminate your boom spray 

thoroughly and we recommend the 

use of All Clear DS for this.  

Post Emergent Weed Control in Canola 

Most of you will have used Prosaro in 

wheat for the control of Stripe Rust. After 

initial findings that Prosaro had excellent 

efficacy on Blackleg, Bayer has completed 
extensive trial work and now gained a  

registration for the use of Prosaro for 

Blackleg control in Canola. Prosaro has 

also been found to have good efficacy 

where Sclerotinia is an issue and an  

application for 2012 registration is possible. 

 

 

 

 

Blackleg effects canola in a number of 

ways, all of which can lead to significant 

yield loss. Spores are spread by wind and 

rain from previous crops. Infection in 

young seedlings causes leaf lesions and 

plant death. As the plant grows, the  

infection becomes internal producing 

stem ‘cankers’, which lead to lodging 
and reduced plant translocation causing 

yield loss and plant death. The critical 

time for protection is early. 

 

Through extensive trial work over a  

number of locations and varieties, Bayer  

has discovered the most economical  

application timing and rates for blackleg 

control. Jockey (seed treatment) plus 

Prosaro applied at the 4 to 8 leaf stage 

(average yield 2.75t/ha) delivered an 
economical return of $175/ha in MS and 

MS-MR rated varieties (av. across 13 

trial sites, varieties Cobbler, Crusher & 

Tawriffic (2 sites at Inverleigh)). Prosaro 

reduced leaf lesion and crown infection 

in MR varieties as well but without  

significant yield response. 

 

Application timing options are 2 leaf,  

4 to 6 leaf, and green bud. Timing will 

depend on when the disease is at the 

highest pressure. This may occur very 
early in some crops depending on the 

rotation and neighbouring paddocks. 

Generally, applications at 4-6 leaf has 

been the most reliable, which fits in well 

with herbicide application timing. 

The Prosaro application rate is between 

375 to 450 mls/ha. Use the higher rate 

under high disease pressure and with 

the more susceptible (MS) varieties.  
 

Main Points 

1. Prosaro should not take the place of 

Jockey, but be used in combination 

with Jockey for the best economic  

return. 

2. A foliar application of Prosaro helps 

to control later infection and reduce the 

internal infection (canker). 

3. MS and MS-MR varieties or MR’s 

grown continually in a region are most 
likely to return an economic response. 

4. Responses to early timing (4 to 6 

leaf) are more consistent than later 

(green bud). Spray in your herbicide 

window. 

 

NOTE: Prosaro is not compatible with 

Roundup Ready Glyphosate.  

Prosaro Use for Blackleg Control in Canola 

Healthy Canola on left and 

Blackleg infected canola on right 

showing Stem Canker. 
(Image courtesy from GRDC) 
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Populations of wild radish that are  

resistant to Group B (Logran & Eclipse), 

Group I (Amicide & MCPA) and Group 

F (Brodal & Tigrex) are not uncommon 
in the Northern wheat belt of WA.   

These populations have developed as a 

result of these herbicides being over 

used for an extended period exclusively 

and we are at risk of the very same thing  

occurring in Victoria. 

 

With resistance management, it is very 

important that herbicides of alternative 

modes of action are introduced into 

spraying programs now to delay the  
onset of resistance. Spraying weeds 

while they are small and using robust 

rates will also assist in delaying the  

resistance development. 

Key products that have alternative 

modes of action for use in cereals are 

Precept (Group I & H), Velocity (Group 

C & H) and Flight (Group I, F & C).  

The most cost effective options are  

Precept and Flight. Precept has the  

advantage of being highly selective and 

has wide compatibility with other  

pesticides. Flight, which is a mixture of 
Paragon (similar to Tigrex) and also  

Bromoxynil, has the advantage of  

providing some residual weed control.   

 

Regardless of product, the best results 

will be achieved using these products 

early. Flight is registered from the 3 leaf 

stage in cereals and Precept is registered 
from the 3 leaf stage in wheat and 5 leaf 

stage in barley.  

Wild Radish Resistance Management reminder 

Disclaimer 
The information contained in this AG Note is to be used as a guide only and 
specific information needs to be sought from the authors regarding 

individual situations. Western AG Supplies takes all care in compiling this 
information. However Western AG Supplies accepts no liability for any loss 
or damage suffered by any person who relies on this information. 
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Red Legged Earth Mite (RLEM) and 

Lucerne Flea (LF) activity has been  

observed to increase in pastures in line 

with rainfall and lower temperatures. It 
is important to note, seed treatments 

such as Gaucho (Imidacloprid) only  

offer short term protection and can fail 

under conditions of high insect  

pressures. Both existing and newly sown 

pastures need to be monitored closely. 

 

In addition to RLEM and LF, slugs are 

posing a significant problem in some 

situations. There have been reports of 

newly sown pastures being bared out 
and, as in cropping situations, baiting is 

the most effective treatment here.  

 

Now is a good time to be assessing 

weeds in pastures and implementing 

control strategies.  

 

A widely used practice is spray grazing 

broad leaf weeds such as thistles and 

capeweed using MCPA or Amicide. It is 

important to remember that the clover in 

both newly sown and regenerating  
pastures needs to be established (at least 

6 weeks old) and the rate applied needs 

to be adjusted in relation to clover and 

weed size. It is also critical to follow up 

herbicide applications with very heavy 

grazing to fully control weeds. 

Other useful selective herbicides options 

are Simazine for use in sub clover based 

pastures for control of silver grass and 

Shogun (Propaquizafop) for selective 
control of barley grass in ryegrass and 

phalaris based pastures. 

 

The traditional options for the winter 

cleaning in Lucerne have been high 

rates of Sprayseed and Diuron. These 

treatments have been producing mixed 

results on weeds such as barley grass, 

marshmallow and thistles and it may be 

necessary to consider products such as 

Verdict, Broadstrike and Jaguar in your 
strategies. Due to the range of weed 

control options available across  

different the pasture types it is  

recommended that specific advice is 

sought from one of our agronomists. 

 

Lucerne, Plantain and forage rape is 

usually planted from late winter  

onwards in the Western District and, as 

always, it is very important that any soil 

fertility and weed control issues are 

addressed before planting. It is still not 
too late to soil test paddocks now to  

determine if lime or gypsum is required 

and to fine tune any fertiliser rates that 

are required. Wireweed can be a real 

problem in newly sown lucerne and  

forage rape and this can be controlled 

very effectively using Trifluralin. Do not 

use Trifluralin when sowing Plantain.  

 

Plantain, a perennial herb, has gained 
popularity in recent years due to its 

ability to produce excellent quality feed 

and animal growth rates. Plantain can be 

sown as a pure stand or  into old lucerne 

paddocks that are starting to thin out. 

Unfortunately, there are no registered 

herbicides for use on Plantain at this 

point in time. Trials are currently being 

undertaken with several active  

ingredients and specific information 

needs to be sought from your agronomist 
on weed control in this forage type.  

 

Maintenance fertiliser applications of 

Phosphorus (P) , Sulphur (S) and also 

Potassium (K) should not be overlooked 

when trying to maximise the productivity 

and longevity of a pasture stand. The 

fertiliser rates will depend on fertiliser 

history and soil type.  

 

Finally, be mindful not to overgraze  

pastures in winter, especially newly sown 
areas. Growth will be slower or may 

cease altogether during the cold, wet and 

low light conditions common in the peak 

of a Western District winter.  

 

Winter Pasture Management Tips 


